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Headteacher’s Update

Well done to Ellie Jones, Lil 
Herbert, Grace Knight, 

Harriet Dodds, Leah Davey and 
Mikkie Bingle. 

On 23rd May, they competed in 
the Amey Women in Engineering 
event against Barnwood Park 
school.

The brief was to re-design a local bridge that collapsed in 2016 and each 
had a job role and a budget and had to ensure it wouldn’t collapse again. 
They then presented to the head engineer for Amey and the head engineer 
for Gloucester County Council, who is also a woman.

They won this round and went on to represent Maidenhill and 
Gloucestershire at the finals in Birmingham on 21st June!

Grace Knight said “When we arrived we were told what our task would 
be, then we went into a room with a few of the Amey volunteers. We 
had to design a smart motorway that had CCTV cameras, message 
boards, emergency refuge areas and suitable barriers. We also had to 
accommodate the landscape which had hills and bridges. We had to work 
together and coordinate everyone’s strengths so all of us were allocated 
the right tasks. At the end of the day we had to present our design to a 
panel of four judges. We had to give reasons for our choices and answer 
questions from them.” Although they didn’t win this round they did 
brilliantly and were placed second.

Amey Women in Engineering

Congratulations to Amie 
Radford, Year 11, who has 

been awarded the title of Young 
Person of the Year by Stonehouse 
Town Council at the Stonehouse 
Civic Awards ceremony 2018.  She 
was nominated by Mrs Wilson for 

It has been the first year for 
the new GCSE exams in many 

subjects. What is abundantly clear 
in the new specifications is how 
much there is for students to learn 
and remember, as well as apply 
in a variety of contexts.  Gone 

are the days of 
cramming the 
night before 
and ‘scraping 
through’ with 
reasonably 
decent grades.

Our preparations 
for the final 
GCSE exams 
begin in year 
7, with even 
our youngest 
students 

learning different techniques to 
help their memory and recall. 
Students in Key Stage 3 use 
strategies such as making facts 
rhythmic, setting information 
to tunes and preparing revision 
cards and mind maps. Similarly, we 

her continuous charity work.
Amie is a young carer for 
her brother and has endless 
enthusiasm for raising 
awareness of young carers in 
Gloucestershire! Since December 
2016 her work has included: 
co-delivering a workshop at the 
annual conference, presenting 
to Gloucestershire County 
Council, going on Gloucester FM 
and even supporting fundraising 
through bag packing at Waitrose 
in Stroud. In addition to this, Amie 
has also organised a collection 
of hats, scarves and gloves in 
school for the Salvation Army to 
be distributed to local homeless 
people.

Amie said: “During the awards 
ceremony, they summarised my 
achievements and the son of Vicky 

Wakefield-Heath presented me 
with the cup. Theresa Watt, the 
Mayor of Stonehouse, awarded me 
the certificate. Being a part of the 
GYC forum allows me to open up 
about my feelings and help other 
young adult carers feel safe and 
supported. I’ve also made some 
amazing friends. I feel very proud 
of myself as I didn’t realise how 
much my hard work is appreciated 
in my local area. I’m also glad to 
make my parents proud”.

The Young Person of the Year 
Award is in memory of Vicky 
Wakefield-Heath, a Stonehouse 
mum who died very young but 
who was well-known for her 
work with churches and Christian 
groups and who was a former 
winner of the Stonehouse Young 
Person of the Year award.

Stonehouse Young Person of the Year

expect students to work on some 
tasks in silence to help them to 
learn to plan and structure their 
ideas independently and develop 
resilience in their learning. We 
know that we learn most from 
the mistakes we make, not just in 
school but in life too.

Good attendance underpins 
everything. If students are not 
in school, we cannot help them 
to learn effectively. If students 
miss lessons, they are likely to 
fall behind and lose confidence. 
We are very grateful to all those 
parents and carers who ensure 
their sons/daughters attend well: 
in so doing, they maximise their 
chances of progress and success 
in school.

Mrs Wilson, Headteacher

On Wednesday 27th June, 
a group of Year 7 and 8 

students attended the South 
West Big Bang Science Fair 
at UWE Conference Centre. 
Students had a thoroughly 
enjoyable time visiting stands in 
the careers section and getting 
involved in practical activities 
such as using augmented reality.  
Additionally, students were able 
to watch the Mad Science show,  
a display using dry ice and fire! 

Students said:
“I had a fantastic day at the 
science show. My favourite 
event was the Space Dome; it 
was a 3D tour through the solar 
system. I also really enjoyed the 
crime scene; we were presented 
with lots of clues and had to use 
scientific evidence from the scene 
of the crime to find out what had 
happened and why.”

“I enjoyed the RAF stand most; 
we were able to build a glider out 
of different materials and had 
to race it at the end. I learned 
a lot about the different roles 
in the RAF and enjoyed finding 
out about all of the technology 
that went into the RAF planes. 
It made me consider careers 
in engineering, electrical 
engineering and construction.”

Big Bang

Congratulations to all the 
students in Year 7 and 8 who 

got placed in the Junior Maths 
Challenge in April.
Gold certificate and a follow 
on round
Pippa Benn
Silver certificate
Istvan Katona
Bronze certificate
Rowan Phelps, Zoe Barton
Abigail Norman, Ruth Spring
Callum Morris, Maya Blackie
Neasa Neary, Jack Brown
Lennon Cooper, Hafren Lewis
Thomas Shirreff, Thomas Gibbs

Maths Challenge

This term, the maths department 
has given students a chance 

of having a go in some maths 
challenges. I have taken part and 
represented the school with a team 
of four (Leo Russo, Grace Knight 
and Rowan Phelps) at Wycliffe 
school as part of a team maths 
challenge. Our brains were tested 
to their limits with maths fun. 

Also, a selection of students from 
Year 7 and 8 took part in a UKMT 
maths competition.  A few of us 
received prizes (see right) and I 
received a gold prize and had to go 
on to one of the next rounds (the 
kangaroo maths challenge). I found 
all of the maths challenges fun and 

challenging and I am sure others 
will agree with me.
Pippa Benn, 8HDK



On Thursday 21st 
June, Year 10 Food 

and Nutrition visited 
Cheddar Gorge Cheese 
Company.  We arrived 
at Cheddar and headed 
straight to the cheese 
making factory where we 
were taken on a tour and 
observed the member 
of staff separating the 
Cheddar cheese. 
To be called Cheddar 
cheese from Cheddar, the 
cheese has to be made 
from unpasteurised milk, 
which has been taken from 
cows who graze on the 

grass surrounding Cheddar village, made by hand using an expert cheese 
maker’s skill, and it must be matured in cloth for up to 20 months. 
This is the only place that actually makes authentic Cheddar cheese these 
days and it is called Cheddar cheese due to the cheddaring process that it 
goes through.  Cheddaring is a critical developmental stage, which involves 
a series of cutting, turning and stacking of blocks of curd, allowing it to cool, 
drain further and ‘knit’ together again over a period of time. We walked 
through the factory and saw the staff portioning and packaging the cheese, 
and then we got to taste test all of the different flavours! 

Afterwards we walked up the gorge to the caves where we were taken on a 
tour to see the Cheddar man skeleton and then the Cheddar cheese that is 
left in the caves to mature for 3 months before sale. 

We had 20 minutes left before we had to meet back at the coach so we 
split up to either climb Jacobs Ladder or take a walk around the gorge.  

4 5

During March, Year 8 and 9 
had the opportunity to enter 

the Create & Cook competition, 
which is a fun project for schools 
focusing on local food.  It challenges 
students to learn about where 
their food comes from and explore 
the key issues of seasonality and 
sustainability. 

Students teamed up in to pairs to 
plan and prepare a 2-course meal, 
a main and dessert, in 90 minutes. 
Students had to research and 
choose their final ideas based on 
local foods from Gloucestershire 
in order to be judged against other 
students from across the country.  
Due to the number of students 
entered in the county, unfortunately 
no one from Maidenhill got through 
to the next round, however, Natalie 
Brint and Abigail Norman were 
runners up as ‘Best use of local 
produce’ and some really delicious 
food was produced. 

Bristol Foodies

On Friday 11th May, 
19 Food and Nutrition 

students went to the Bristol 
Foodies Festival.  The 
afternoon was cram-packed 
with many activities including 
going to one of the “Foodies 
Workshops”, either the Chefs 
or the Cake & Bake, which 
were held at different times 
throughout the afternoon.  
Fortunately, the weather that 
afternoon was on our side so 
we made the most out of the 

outside markets, stalls, mini fair and especially trying all the sample food 
and drinks!  This visit was also a great experience for us to deepen our 
knowledge about different countries, cultures and religious foods, snacks 
and drinks from the spicy jerk chicken of Jamaica to the creamy paella of 
Spain.

Overall, I had an amazing trip to the Bristol Food Festival and our time 
there just went too quickly.  I would recommend anyone (especially food 
lovers) to go for the experience.

Kit Thomas-Franklin, 10DKG

Cheddar Gorge Cheese CompanyBoulogne Create & Cook Competition

This year’s visit to Boulogne, 
France, took place on Saturday 

19th May, when a group of 45 
Year 7 students and 6 teachers 
left Maidenhill at 3.30 a.m., making 
their way by coach and ferry to this 
typical French town.  

The weather was fine and we 
were able to visit a souvenir shop 
and walk the ramparts of the old 
town before visiting the newer 
part, where the market was in full 
swing. We admired a pâtisserie 
with fabulous hand-made cakes 
and bought real French pains au 
chocolat and croissants. We also 
stopped at a cheese shop where 
some students were able to buy 
French cheeses and saw a hand-
made chocolate shop. When we 
arrived at the sea front, everyone 
sampled the pastries and agreed 
they were tastier than the ones 
from British supermarkets! 

A key focus of our visit, Nausicaa 
sea-life centre, was open for the 
first time that day after a major 
refurbishment. We saw (and 
stroked!) lots of fish and also seals 
and sea lions, sharks and alligators. 

After our visit to Nausicaa, we 
walked back in the sunshine along 
the harbour-side to the Restaurant 
Hamiot and enjoyed a delicious 
meal before returning to the coach 
for the journey home. The coach 
journey home was quiet as most 
people fell asleep after their long 
and exciting day, but everyone 
agreed it was a day they would 
always remember!

 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SUMMER 2018  MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SUMMER 2018

On Friday 23rd March, a group of Maidenhill students were fortunate 
enough to visit the Warner Brother’s Studios in Hertfordshire, which 

is home to the Harry Potter Experience.

As well as the tour of all of the film sets and scenery, our students got to 
experience exclusive ‘behind the scenes’ access that the general public 
do not get to see.  They were given opportunities to handle several rare 
and expensive costumes and props from the Harry Potter films as well as 
asking questions to people actually involved in the filmmaking process.

Our students represented Maidenhill School in a positive way and it was 
lovely to see and hear the public’s response to the group at various points 
throughout the day.

Harry Potter Studio

UK Young Pea Chef 
of the Year

In April, some Year 10 students 
entered “UK Young Pea Chef of 

the Year”.  This is run in association 
with The Ocado Foundation who 
aim to inspire children to see 
vegetables and nutritional recipes 
as exciting and tasty, as well as 
understanding where our food 
comes from and the importance 
of eating healthily. 

Students had to plan a meal and 
prepare it in 90 minutes with 
consideration of skills and 
flavours that worked with the pea.  
So far we haven’t heard who got 
through to the next round, but 
they all did extremely well and 
produced some fantastic dishes.

Congratulations to Eva 
Bolton-Lake, Madeline 

East and Aleah Phipps who 
were selected from a large 
number of entries from the 
county to compete in the 
South West Junior Chef of 
the Year competition.  

The county finals took place 
at the beginning of July.  Out 

of the 6 selected, 3 were Maidenhill students and only one young chef is 
chosen to go through to the South West final.  Eva Bolton-Lake, Year 10, 
won and will now be competing against the other five counties in Exeter 
in October where she will cook for Chef Michael Caines.  She has also 
been entered straight to the final of the FutureChef competition that will 
happen in the winter. 

She has already won a place at the final dinner, which is cooked by 
Michael Caines and the professional winners from 2017, where she 
will be awarded with all other finalists. She has also been offered work 
experience at Restaurant 5, North Street in Cheltenham for a day which 
is Michelin starred.

South West Chef of the Year



On Monday 4th June, 26 
Year 10 students went to 

the Royal Agricultural University 
to experience a taster day of 
university life and to reflect on 
their future options. This was an 
extension of a long collaboration 
with the RAU, who have been 
committed to coming into Year 

10 lessons throughout the academic year to help students develop their 
personal skills, interview techniques and CVs. 

Students took part in a real university lecture on animal development, 
examining different animal skulls such as an otter, horse, badger, deer, sheep 
and a pike’s head! We were 
taken on a tour of the university 
by university ambassadors and 
we had a free buffet lunch in 
the university canteen. In the 
afternoon, students worked on 
a problem solving activity and 
presented their designs in teams, 
with prizes for the winning group. 
Overall, the day was thoroughly 
enjoyable and allowed students 
to reflect on potential career 
pathways and options and consider 
the benefits of higher education.

6 7

Royal Agricultural UniversityThe Real Game

On 26th June, Year 8 spent 
a morning with a careers 

advisor from the SGS Schools’ 
Career Service taking part in a 
number of activities to help them 
consider their future and to learn 
about the world of work.  

The students considered their 
values and what is important 
to them, what kind of lifestyle 
they might want in the future, 
completed a mini personality 
test to help them identify their 
individual strengths and to 
learn about what career areas 
people like them work in.  They 
also researched a job that they 
might want to do in the future or 
one that sounds interesting to 
find out about the qualifications 
needed, different routes in and 
what the work involves.

We also asked them to make 
some calculations for their chosen 
lifestyle and to compare this with 
the salary that they might earn.  
Finally, they were introduced to 
the idea that jobs may change 
in the future with advances in 
technology and new ones will be 
created that currently do not exist.

If you would like to complete the 
short personality test at home, 
it is called The Buzz Test and is 
available free on the link www.
icould.com/article/get-buzzing-
with-the-buzz-test/

Staff at Maidenhill would like to 
take the opportunity to wish the 
current Year 11 well with their 
next steps either to college, sixth 
form, in an apprenticeship or 
traineeship.  There will be some 
information about local training 
providers under Careers News on 
the Maidenhill School website from 
mid-July.

As part of their preparation for further education and employment after 
Maidenhill School, the Year 10 students have undertaken numerous post 

16 events to help inform them of life beyond secondary school education. 

On Thursday 14th June each Year 10 took part in a ‘mock interview’ with a 
local employer in order to gain experience in sitting a formal interview and 
prepare themselves better for future college and job interviews. In advance, 
the students had prepared a ‘mock application form’ which the employers 
used when conducting the interview. Despite them being a little nervous, 
they went extremely well and the Year 10 students received some positive 
feedback and gained a lot of experience from the event as well as enjoying 
themselves in the process.

To further support students with life after Maidenhill School the Year 10 
students have had the opportunity to visit Archway Sixth Form, South 
Gloucestershire and Stroud College and Cirencester College. These taster 
days provide a valuable insight into Post 16 education, the types of courses on 
offer and what the institutions are like. Hopefully the Year 10 students have 
found these Post 16 opportunities valuable as they move towards applying for 
a college course, apprenticeship or full time employment after their Year 11 
summer exams. 

Employment Taster Days

Sport Relief

On 23rd March, students and staff raised money for Sport Relief by 
dressing in their sports kits and donating.  Many students also took 

up the opportunity to run a mile starting before school then during lunch 
and after school.   Students received a credit for each mile ran and their 
name was put into a raffle with 3 lucky students winning a prize.  A total of 
£262.67 was raised.

Cross Country

On Saturday 24th March, 
Oakley James, Year 7, 

ran at the National Cross 
Country Championship race in 
Loughborough.  He came 72 out of 
169 runners and was pleased with 
his overall place. He will be entering 
a lot more races over the coming 
year as he has joined the The 
Cotswold Allrunners club where 
he is working on his technique and 
hopes to improve his ranking which 
is currently 5th for the County.
Oakley has also recently broken the 
Maidenhill School record for Year 
7, 1500m completing it in just 5 
minutes 23 seconds.

Lexie Bull has also represented 
Stroud District Schools in the 
County Athletics Championships 
on Saturday in the U14 girls 
1500m event.  She will now go onto 
represent Gloucestershire schools 
in the national athletics competition.

Ski Trip

Over the Easter holiday, 
40 of our students, along 

with a handful of staff, had an 
enjoyable week in Saalbach, Austria 
learning to ski or improving their 
skiing.

Below is the link for the website 
with all videos taken throughout 
the week. I think they demonstrate 
how much the students enjoyed 
themselves. Overall a very 
successful week.

www.maidenhillski.wixsite.com/
ski-2018
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Athletics

We have had a busy 2 
terms at Maidenhill 

competing in athletic 
competitions. At the start 
of term 5, several Year 9 
students along with 1 Year 
10 student and 1 Year 
8 student were entered 
into the district trials. We 
had a successful evening 

resulting in 6 students being selected to represent the district at the County 
Championships.

At the County Championships, Lexie Bull competed in the 1500m Junior Girls 
and finished first, becoming the County Champion. She then qualified for the 
National Championships. All very commendable considering she is a year 
younger than her competitors.

In the schools competitions, Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 competed successfully, with 
several students winning their events. It was a very enthusiastic group of 
students who competed to the best of their ability.

The Prince of Wales Athletics Championships was a tremendous success for 
Maidenhill with several students obtaining personal bests.  Congratulations 
must go to Lexie Bull who won the 1500m and 200m and to Eva Casey who 
finished first in Year 8 High Jump. Lil Herbert also won the Year 9 200m. 
Overall the Year 8 girls were 4th and the Year 9 boys were 4th.  We had lots 
of second and third places - with a little more determination I am sure we can 
collect even more medals next year!
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TERM 1
Monday 3rd September Inset Day

Tuesday 4th September Start of Term 1

Tuesday 11th September  Y10 Parents’ Information 

 Evening, 6.30pm

Wednesday 19th September Y7 Parents’ Information  

 Evening, 6.30pm

Monday 24th September Y7 & Y9 Photographs

Tuesday 25th September Open Evening, 6.30pm

Wednesday 26th September Open Morning, 9.15am

Thursday 27th September Open Morning, 9.15am

Friday 28th September Inset Day

Friday 19th October End of Term 1

TERM 2
Monday 29th October Start of Term 2

Wednesday 7th November Y9 Stroud Ambitions Event

Thursday 8th November Y7 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 13th November Y11 Parents’ Information 

 Evening and Post 16 

 Evening, 6.30pm

Thursday 22nd November Achievements Evening

Friday 30th November Inset Day

Monday 3rd December Inset Day

Friday 21st December End of Term 2

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Thank you to everyone who came to Maidenhill Friends’ Easter 
Bingo in March.  It was a successful evening raising around 
£180.  The friends are pleased to have recently been able to 
provide new picnic benches to improve the outside area.

Any parents/carers are warmly welcomed to share new ideas at 
our meetings.  The next date is yet to be set but they are always 
advertised on the Maidenhill School website.

On 27th June, eight students 
from Year 10 GCSE Design 

& Technology participated in the 
Rotary Gloucestershire Schools 
Technology Tournament at the 
University of Gloucester.  

The students worked in teams 
to solve a design and technology 
based task, which they knew 
nothing about until the day of 

the event and were then required to design, develop, build and test their 
solution from the materials provided. This was a fantastic opportunity 
for students to collaborate with other schools and meet some of the high 
profile technology companies that were supporting this event.

The students thoroughly enjoyed participating in the tournament and the 
experience of visiting the University of Gloucester. This event has now 
inspired them to consider a career in the world of design and engineering 
technologies. 

Stem Poetry Competition

Congratulations to Mikayla Bingle, 
Bryoney Parry, Isabella Hannis and 

Keira Neve, in Year 9 who entered and 
won a poetry competition organised by 
The University of Gloucestershire.
The competition was to write poetry 
that could be printed on drinks coasters 
that are distributed throughout 
Gloucestershire.  The University visited 
school to present our students with their 
prizes and certificates, which included 
a set of coasters each and a writing 
workshop for students.


